
READING STRATEGIES
What to do before reading, during reading and after reading….



 PREDICT

✕ To predict means to make an educated guess 
about what you think may happen next.

✕ When you predict, do you actually look ahead 
before making your prediction?

✕ Prediction starters: “I think that,” “I believe 
that,” Based on my reading, I see that…”

✕ Why is it important to make predictions?
✕ You can predict throughout a story, not just 

after reading.



VISUALIZE (SEE IT!)

✕ Create a mental map
✕ Can you picture the story in your mind?
✕ Can you see the action in the story happening in 

an organized way?
✕ Draw a picture of what you see in your mind.
✕ Make a timeline of events to show the order that 

they happen.



QUESTION

✕ What  questions do you have about the text?
✕ Think about other information that you would like 

to know. (KWL)
✕ What parts of the text are unclear or do not make 

sense?
✕ Reread the text to clarify your understanding or 

answers questions you have.
✕ Sometimes when reading a book, you can miss 

things the first time, so rereading is a good practice 
to understand better.



CONNECT

✕ What do you already know about the text?
✕ Does it relate to you in any way?
✕ How does this book compare to any other 

books that you have read?
✕ How does it connect or relate to people you 

know? Events you have attended? Things you 
have done? Ideas you have?



IDENTIFY

✕ What is the author’s purpose, intent and/or 
point-of-view?

✕ Determine the details in your story that are the 
most important.

✕ Identify the main Idea and theme.
✕ Think of another title that would fit this story.



INFER

✕ What is the essential message in the story?
✕ What is the author REALLY saying?
✕ Are there any underlying messages?
✕ Fill in the gaps by combining what you know 

with what you have read.
✕ Draw conclusions.
✕ See if you can understand why the author wrote 

the story the way that they did.



HOMEWORK TONIGHT 9/3

✕ Identify any gaps that may exist 
in your text. Are there any parts 

that may be missing 
information? Write them down.



EVALUATE

✕ What is your opinion of the text?
✕ Evaluate all of the information that you have 

gathered.
✕ What is the big idea? Understand the big 

picture.
✕ Form opinions about what you have read.


